
8812112888 15:39    1-989-782-8621 RC FAR~ BUREAU PAGE 82

Riverside County Farm Bureau.,. .
21160 Box Springs Road, Suite 102, Momno Valley, California 92S57, USA

Telephone

" August 21, 20~
-=.~..=..~.. Mr. Steve Ritchie. Acting Executive Director

~.~- CaI-Fed Bay-~ita Program
1416 Ninth St, Suite 1155

~-p,~ Sacramento, CA 95814

~-~-~ Subject: Final Programmatic EISIEIR

Den

,~.~ ~.~ Dear Mr. Ritchie:

California farmland is a valuable environmental resource. VVhere the
CaI-Fed plan ~ll take nearly 250,000 acres out of produc’lion, it will have
a significant environmental impact. CaI-Fed has not given enough
thought to this problem, and its plan needs to look for ways to reduc~ the
loss of farmland.

As a county Farm Bureau manager, I represent farmers and ranchers
StIR throughout a Southern California ~unty. Many of these farmers and

/~,,-,~, ranchers are directly dependent on State Water Project water. The
Ell ~

remaining f~rmers end ranchers are e_~rtainly ~’[ected by the competing
~=*.~. demands for water and are indirectly affected by Bay-Delta decisions.

They sham ~nc~rns of farmers and ranchers throughout the state that
the loss of farmland under the Cal-Fed plan will have widespread adverse
effects on agricultural Noductivity. They also worry that the emphasis on

~,=~-,~,,,~, reducing agriculture indicates that CaI-Fed fails to recognize Californiao,,=~,~,,,~=,~
farmland as a valuable environmental resource. As a representative of
these Iarmers and ranchers, i am obligated to express their - and my -
~concerns that the CaI-Fed plan as now presented is flawed and needs
additional citizen input and improvements.

Cal-Fed should work with farmers on voluntary habitat conservation.
That way, the land can help ~aed our gro~ng population and provide
habitat at the same time. But farmers can’t provide habitat or feed people

~ without reliable and affordable water.
~*o=,,, It is absolutely essential that CaI-Fed develop water storage with
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adequate yield. New storage will help guarantee water for the
environment in dry years, so water won’t have to be taken away from
farms. A shortage in any part of the farm economy affects all farmers and
ranchers in California.

CaI-Fed should tell us how its plan has changed and how it will affect
people. The CaI-Fed plan should not be finalized until California’s citizens
have an adequate opportunity to review and comment on it. I believe Cal-
Fed should hold public hearings to explain its plans before they become
final.

Sincerely,

Robert Eli Perkins
Executive Manager
Secretary

cc:
Senator Dianne Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Rep. Mary Bono
Representative Ken Calvert
Representative Ron Packard
(My Member) Assembly Member (My Member)
Governor Gray Davis
State Senator Jim Brulte
State Senator Ray Haynes
State Senator David Kelley
Assembly Member Jim Battin
Assembly Member Brett Granlund
Assembly Member Rod Pacheco
Assembly Member Bruce Thompson
Riverside County Supervisors
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